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EXHIBIT ON THE HYGIENE OF OCCU-
PATIONS.

The Exhibit of the Massachusetts State Board
of Health on the Hygiene of Occupations, dis-
played at Washington, D. C, at the Fifteenth
International Congress on Hygiene and Demog-
raphy, was one of the most prominent exhibits
in the exhibition hall, attracting far more atten-
tion than any other state exhibit on the subject,
and receiving many favorable comments from
persons seeking subjects and exhibits of an en-

tirely different nature.
Accompanying this occupational exhibit was

an attractive illustrated pamphlet describing the
photographs, photomicrographs, charts and oc-

cupational dust specimens exhibited.
The general purpose of the exhibit was edu-

cational. The photographs and materials pre-
sented had three distinct aims: (1) to show con-

ditions surrounding persons who work in the
most sanitary establishments in some of the
leading industries in Massachusetts; (2) to
make clear the possibility of preventing diseases
and pathological changes which now accompany
certain occupations and manufacturing condi-
tions; (3) to demonstrate that factory hygiene
is a part of community hygiene. The exhibit
illustrated conditions wdthin the factory that
are of special interest to the sanitarian in con-

nection with model sanitary home conditions in
factory communities.

The exhibit also contained photographs of
model factory communities, showing old and
modern homes of a comfortable and satisfac-
tory type for persons who work in manufactur-
ing establishments.

Dust in its infinite variety as it occurs in mod-
ern industrial life, and the great havoc it plays
in the industrial workers was one of the striking
features of the exhibit.

Forty different occupational dusts collected
by the Massachusetts health authorities in the
course of an intensive study of occupational hy-
giene were exhibited, together with the same
number of photomicrographs showing the parti-
cles of dust enlarged 164 times. In these pho-
tomicrographs was clearly to be seen the differ-
ent characteristics of the irritating and poison-
ous dusts that occur in the manufacturing
processes of the textile, boot and shoe, and other
Bay State industries. Accompanying the pho-
tomicrographs were photographs of the peculiar
processes giving rise to the dust, which in its
turn had given rise to the numerous diseases of
the lung and air passages so prevalent among
the present day factory workers.

As a kind of text for the photomicrographs,
the first wing of a large display fixture bore an

enlarged photograph of healthy lung tissue,
following which were enlarged photographs of
sections of the lungs of metal workers who had
been exposed for years to fine steel and iron
dusts, bringing on a pathological condition of
the lung tissue known as fibrosis.

Specimens of dust exhibited were classified in
two main groups, the irritating and the poison-
ous. The first group, which included dusts of
vegetable, animal, metallic and mineral origin,
was the more common. Dust in the poisonous
group was of metallic and mineral origin.
Among the actual dust specimens shown were

cotton, broom corn, rattan, granite, steel, iron,
emery, and the many kinds of dust that were

encountered in the boot and shoe industry.
Samples of brass, zinc and lead were represen-
tatives of the poisonous group. Interesting in
this connection was the photograph of a man at
work in the manufacture of storage batteries.
He had been found by a State Inspector of
Health to be suffering from lead poisoning. He
was advised to wear the respirator which was

seen in the picture.
Apart from the exhibit on dust, the Massachu-

setts State Board of Health contributed a wealth
of material on the general subject of hygiene of
occupation. In the exhibit were nearly 100 pho-
tographs considering factory hygiene in its
many phases. The pictures illustrated processes
that were intrinsically dangerous to health,
processes carried on under conditions that lead
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indirectly to disease, means and devices to rem-

edy certain avoidable conditions, and finally
conditions which are found in the most sanitary
establishments in Massachusetts, and which find
their culmination in the model factory commu-

nity.
Among the interesting photographs were se-

ries showing the processes, in more or less detail,
of the manufacture of cotton and woolen cloth
in modern mills where the sanitary conditions
were ideal as to light, dust-removal, regulation
of humidity, removal of gases, etc.

Another group of pictures was of the various
processes in shoe manufacturing that give rise
to dust. In some instances the operatives were

seen to be covered from head to foot with the
flying particles, whereas in other instances they
were protected by a well regulated dust-removal
system which, however, might not always be as

efficient as some of the photographs indicated.
Dusty processes in the horn, hat making,

woodworking and metal polishing industries
were also illustrated.

A large group of photographs showed pro-
cesses where workers were exposed to irritating
and poisonous fumes and gases. That such ex-

posure is sometimes needless could be seen from
the pictures of stitching rooms in two shoe fac-
tories. In the first the girls were exposed to
the odor of poisonous naphtha from open bowls
of cement; in the second the same work was
seen to be done with patent cans designed to
diminish the odor of naphtha.

An example of unavoidable conditions was

the photograph of the casting of ' ' yellow brass ' '

where the air was filled with dense gray fumes
that were inhaled by the worker.

Another instance of how the willing employer
might remedy the dangerous yet avoidable con-

ditions was seen in two pictures of laundries,
the first one showing an effective protection
against excessive heat and humidity through a

set of exhausts, and the second one an absolute
lack of the same.

The great attention given by the Massachu-
setts authorities to proper lighting conditions
in factories and the prevention of eye injuries
was indicated by the group of photographs
showing operatives at work wearing goggles, or

protected by a glass hood or wearing a wire
mask. An ingenious device called the photome-
ter was shown, with which can readily be com-

puted the exact amount of light under which
an. operative is working.

Tenements and workrooms where clothing is
made were illustrated, from the typical sweat
shop to the model sanitary plant.

Ideal conditions in machine shops were shown
in several photographs, while others portrayed
good and bad conditions in bakeries, foundries
and other workshops.

What was admittedly the ideal industrial
condition from a hygienic viewpoint was de-
picted in the series of pictures showing model
industrial communities with good and comfort-
able homes for the workers and generally good
sanitary conditions surrounding the whole in-
dustrial life.

CONSERVATION AND EVOLUTION.
The Fourth International Conservation Con-

gress held its sessions last week from Oct. 2 to 5
inclusive, at Indianapolis, Ind. The keynote of
its meeting was the conservation of human life.
This was emphasized both by President J. B.
White in his annual address and by Dr. Harvey
W. Wiley, who said in his remarks:—

'¿What is in sight in the way of the prolonga-
tion of life? Is there any hope to be offered to
man of greater freedom from disease and of a

longer life? I answer unhesitatingly in the af-
firmative. Why should he be content with an

average life of 44 years? There is historical
evidence to show that man's greatest activities
are developed with experience, and that the age
between sixty and seventy is more productive
for one who has lived in accordance with nature.
It is shown from statistics that we die sixteen
years before we reach the maximum usefulness
of man. I would like to see more old age. I
would like to see more men and women with gray
hair and more wrinkled faces than I see today.

"To all this, objection may be made that a

place must be made for the young man and
young woman ; that the old man and woman
keep the young from development and useful-
ness. But to this I reply that there is infinite
opportunity for good work offered to all. If we

can secure a race free from disease, endowed
with all those qualities of mind and body which
make for human efficiency, we need not ask that
everyone become eminent and wealthy, but each
can perform the duties which come to him in a

way to develop a uniform excellence of the hu-
man race."

In similar strain, Dr. Irving Fisher, pro-
fessor of political economy at Yale, spoke of the
Swedish achievements in national hygiene, as

evidenced by their racial superiority at the re-

cent Olympic games.
' ' Probably the greatest hygienic achievements

of any country thus far is that of Sweden, where
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the duration of life is the longest, the mortality
the least and the improvements the most gen-
eral. There alone can it be said that the chances
of life have been improved for all ages of life.
Infancy, middle age and old age today show a
lower mortality in Sweden than in times past,
while in other countries, including the United
States, although we can boast of some reduction
in infant mortality, the mortality after middle
age is growing worse and the innate vitality of
the people is, in all probability, deteriorating.

' ' In the United States, public health has been
regarded almost exclusively as a matter of pro-
tection against germs; but protection against
germs, while effective in defending us from
p'ague and other epidemics of acute diseases, is
almost powerless to prevent the chronic diseases
of middle and late life.

"These maladies—Bright's disease, heart
disease, nervous breakdowns—are due primarily
to unhygienic personal habits. Medical inspec-
ton and instruction in schools, as well as Swed-
ish gymnastics, have aided greatly in the mus-
cular development of the citizens of Sweden.
Swedish hard bread has preserved their teeth.
The Gothenburg system is gradually weaning
them from alcohol. There has even been a
strong movement against the use of tobacco.

"There are three great agencies to which we
must look for the saving of human life in the
frture. and it has been the object of the Com-
miPee of One Hundred on National Health, of
which I am president, to help stir these three
agencies into activity in this country. They are
the public press, the insurance companies and
the Government. A few years ago popular arti-
cles on public health were seldom seen, because
the public and the press thought the subject of
disease uninteresting and repulsive. Today, on
the other hand, one can scarcely pick up a popu-
lar magazine without finding not only one but
several articles dealing with questions of public
health.

"Life insurance companies can save money
by preventing deaths, just as fire insurance com-
panies have saved money by preventing fires and
steam boiler insurance companies have saved
money by preventing explosions. We need a
national department of health or a department
of labor wdiich shall include in its operations the
conservation of human life» We need first of all
to do what Sweden has done for 150 years,
namely, to establish proper vital statistics."

Perhaps Prof. Fisher takes matters a little too
seriously in his declaration that American vital-
ity is deteriorating, but he seems quite right in
urging the enlistment of all possible agencies for
the diffusion of popular education on health
topics and the prevention of the grosser forms
of human economic waste.

Other aspects of this same question were

treated by Mr. E. E. Rittenhouse, conservation

commissioner of the Equitable Life Assurance
Society, in his address on "Human Life as a
National Asset." "Human life," he asserted,
"is our paramount asset, and its conservation
should be your paramount issue. ' '

' ' The first item in humanity's bill of rights is
the right to live. To protect human life from
needless destruction is the primary purpose of
organized society. We are not only reducingthe fertility of our race and also shortening the
span of life, but we are permitting at least
650,000 American lives to be destroyed annually
which we could save by the application of sim-
ple and well-known sanitary and other precau-
tions. This is our real race suicide problem.
These conditions will not be arrested automati-
cally. The problem will not solve itself. The
people alone can check this continuing waste of
national efficiency and vitality. Greater efforts
must be made to impress them with the facts and
to arouse them to more effective action. The
economic loss is stupendous, but it is insignifi-
cant compared to the misery, suffering, poverty,
immorality and crime which result from the
needless sickness and premature death from
which the nation is now suffering."

True as all these statements doubtless are,
there is still, however, always the converse to
be remembered: that nature shows invariably
an immense faculty for regeneration which in
the long run overbalances the tendency to de-
generation; that it is by cunning adaptation to
apparently unfavorable elements of environ-
ment that evolution makes its progress; and
that biologically, as well as spiritually, it is
sometimes he that is willing to lose his life who
saves it at the last. The true end of conserva-
tion is to curtail needless waste in the process of
evolution, rather than materially to alter its
course.

MEDICINE AND ELECTRICITY.
Ever since the day when the properties of

amber caused its name to be given to the mys-
terious force that seemed to emanate from it,
the phenomena of electricity have remained per-
haps the most marvellous of the inanimate
w7orld. The recognition of the identity between
the lightning flash and the tiny spark that
crinkles from the cat's fur in cold weather was
but the first step in a long chain of discoveries
and inventions, many of which still seem almost
supernatural in their wonder. The telephone
and the wireless telegraph are unquestionably
two of the most important agents in modern
life. The growth of modern industrialism has
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kept pace with the increasing applications of
electricity for light, heat and power. The de-
velopment of electricity has made modern civili-
zation possible. Electricity seems truly like the
vital force of the universe,

"Whose secret presence through creation's veins,
Running quicksilver like, eludes your pains."
It is for such reasons that a more than eco-

nomic interest attaches to the Electric Show now
in progress in Boston. This remarkable exhibit
is not merely a dazzling marvel to the eye, but a

compelling demonstration of the ingenuity of
man in his controlling dominance over the forces
of the universe which surrounds him. The
Franklin who wrested the secret of electricity
from the clouds was a peer of the Prometheus
who stole fire, the secret of combustion, from
the gods. Perhaps we really understand the na-
ture of fire as little as we do that of electricity,
but we can apply them both equally to serve our
ends.

Among the many applications of electricity
it ds not surprising that medicine should have
claimed its share. There is unfortunately much
in the semi-occult nature of electricity which
lends itself to charlatanism in medicine ; but it
has a growing field of legitimate uses, too. One
of these is in the electromagnet for removing
steel fragments from the eye; another is the
electric cystoseope ; another the neurologic bat-
tery for testing nerve-muscle reactions. The an-

alogy of nerve-energy and electricity is obvious
to all, and perhaps even the nature of thought it-
self is more nearly akin to electricity than to
any other physical phenomenon.

The field of electro-therapeutics has thus far
been exploited almost more by the charlatan
than by legitimate medicine, yet this should not
bring it into undeserved disrepute with the pro-
fession. There are many useful modes of apply-
ing electricity therapeutically as well as diag-
nostically in medicine, and devices and appli-
ances for doing this should enlist medical atten-
tion. Apart from the popular, economic, indus-
trial, and general scientific interest attaching to
it, therefore, physicians should find in the pres-
ent Electric Show in Boston much that is of
professional importance.

THE STUDY OF PELLAGRA.
In last week's issue of the Journal (Vol.

clxvii, p. 483), we referred editorially to the
second triennial meeting of the National Asso-

ciation for the study of pellagra, then in session
at Columbia, S. C. This congress proved highly
successful, its papers, systematically arranged,
forming a comprehensive study of the etiology,
epidemiology, statistics, local history, diagnosis,
laboratory investigation, clinical features, treat-
ment and miscellaneous aspects of pellagra. On
Thursday evening, Oct. 3, there was an address
by Surgeon-General Rupert Blue, of the United
States Public Health Service.

It is interesting to note that almost synchro-
nously was held the Fifth Italian Congress on

Pellagra, in September, at Bergamo, Italy.
' ' It was the occasion for the exposition of new

views upon the etiology of the disease and also
for an account of the success in the field of pre-
ventive medicine of measures based upon the
old views of the school of Lombroso. Dr. Guido
De Probizer, medical officer of health for the
district of Trentino in Lower Tyrol, detailed the
measures taken by the Austrian authorities for
the eradication of the disease, and bore witness
to the success with w7hich these measures were

meeting. The most important were the provi-
sions of ovens to dry the maize and of dry build-
ings for its storage, with shops for its sale or

exchange against maize diseased or of inferior
quality. Professor Tizzoni gave an account of
his work upon the causation of pellagra, and ex-

plained his views. He has discovered the bacte-
rium which he considers the cause of the disease
in 55 cases in the blood in man. He would
not say whether or not this bacterium came
from diseased maize, but from experiments on

guinea pigs he was of opinion that a diet of
maize facilitated infection. In his view there is,
first, -a focus of infection in the intestine pro-
duced by this bacterium, which passes thence
into the blood. As a rule, there is often thus a

period of latency due to the immunising powers
of the body, but these from various causes may
fail sooner or later and the infection declare it-
self clinically."

The study of this grave disease is one of the
important medical problems of the day, and it is
being most actively prosecuted in Italy and in
the United States. *

FRESH EGGS.
Nothing seems easier to prescribe than fresh

eggs. Perhaps no other food except milk is so

widely employed or so useful in the dietary of
invalid and convalescent as well as in health.
Yet if one is asked on just what the freshness of
an egg depends the answer is by no means easy.
Milk has been the subject of endless investiga-
tion, so that now fresh pure milk implies a defi-
nite standard. But until recently an egg was
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held to be fresh until it was evidently rotten,
and even then it was considered by some only
esthetically unwholesome. A consignment of
frozen eggs recently condemned because infected
with colon bacilli, were described as "being de-
composed, rotten and unfit for food purposes,"
yet the case was lost because ' ' it was shown that
cakes and pastry could be made from such eggs
and the product, because it was mixed with
sugar, did not give off the odor of rotten eggs. ' '

A recent investigation by R. C. Rosenberger1
shows that a definite standard of purity and
wholesomeness is applicable to eggs, and affords
some interesting and important data on bacte-
rial infection of eggs. Rettger and Stoneburn2
have found the B. pullorum in the ovaries of
hens suffering from "white diarrhea," and they
demonstrated this bacillus in fresh as well as in
incubated eggs from a poultry farm where
' ' white diarrhea ' ' was prevalent. Controls from
a healthy farm were negative.

Lamson3 claims that most eggs contain bac-
teria although they may be so few in number
that the egg is called fresh. He found that the
bacteria that cause decomposition in eggs oc-
curred in the upper part of the hen's oviduct.
In fact diseased ovaries may be responsible for
infected eggs. Rosenberger believes that new-

laid eggs are practically sterile. His standard
of a fresh egg is one wdiich is odorless, and in
which after vigorous shaking in the shell, there
is no intermixture of yolk and white. Colon
bacilli may enter a "dirty" egg, if it is cracked
so that the inner membrane is broken. Infection
may also occur in breaking a "dirty" egg or

from unclean hands. An egg can be fresh
though ' ' dirty. ' ' A clean fresh egg will remain
fresh, showing no infection with gas-producing
bacilli for at least ten months in an ordinary re-

frigerator, whether specially packed or not. The
all-important point is that the egg be fresh to
start with, and this is best determined by
candling. After being refrigerated for six
months, admixture of yolk.and white on vigor-
ous shaking may occur because of the evapora-
tion of water through the shell. But if no

odor has developed the egg is good and will be
found palatable raw. More work is needed on
the subject of eggs as disease carriers, and more

attention should be directed toward the produc-
tion of clean, sterile eggs.

Rosenberger, R. C. : Bacteria in Fresh Eggs, N. Y. Med. Jour.,
May 11, 19í.í.

2 Rettger and Stoneburn : Bulletin No. 68, Storr's Agricultural
Station, April, 1911.

8 Lamson, G. H. : Report of Storr's Agricultural Experiment
Station, 1907-8, 1908-9.

VISIT OF THE GERMAN PHYSICIANS.
On Monday of this week, Oct. 7, there came to

Boston a party of about 250 visiting German
physicians. These gentlemen, most of whom had
been in attendance on the recent Fifteenth In-
ternational Congress on Hygiene and Demog-
raphy at Washington, D. C, are taking advan-
tage of their occasion to make a somewhat ex-

tended tour of the larger cities, universities and
hospitals in this country. On Monday, from 9
to 11 a.m., they inspected the Massachusetts
General Hospital and witnessed special surgical
and medical clinics arranged for their observa-
tion. From 11 to 1 they paid a similar visit to
the Boston City Hospital, where, at 1 p.m., a

lunch was served. Tuesday afternoon there was
a reception at the Harvard Medical School. On
the evening of

_ Tuesday the guests left for.
Albany. Brief though their stay here has been,
it is to be hoped that the cordiality of their
welcome by the Boston profession has more than
compensated for the inconveniences of their
rapid travel. Such interchange of hospitality
cannot but be of mutual benefit and enlighten-
ment not only to those who personally partici-
pate but to all who share in the common purpose
and aspirations of medicine in Germany and in
America.

TWO OPINIONS OF CANCER.
Report from Berlin on Sept. 27 states that

recently, before the Congress of German Natu-
ralists and Physicians at Munster, in West-
phalia, Dr. Czerny, of Heidelberg, expressed
himself rather pessimistically on the prospect of
any cure for cancer, other than that offered by
early, radical surgery. He believes that the
disease is increasing in frequency of incidence,
and that the possibility of cure by intravenous
injection of selective drug-combinations is slight.

On the other hand Dr. Bashford, in his recent
Middleton Goldsmith Lectures before the
Pathological Society of New York, emphatically
declared that he does not believe cancer to be on

the actual increase, and spoke hopefully of the
prospect of non-surgical methods of treatment.
Dr. Czerny is one of the leading surgeons of
Germany, Dr. Bashford an expert and director
of the British Imperial Cancer Research Fund.
The opinion of each is entitled to high respect.

Dr. Bashford on Oct. 21 is to deliver the Von
Leyden memorial lecture in Berlin.
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TREATMENT OF DELIRIUM TREMENS.
At the recent fourteenth annual meeting, in

Detroit, Mich., of the American Hospital Asso-
ciation, Dr. Bruce Smith, superintendent of hos-
pitals for Ontario, Canada, called attention to
the great efficiency of continuous hot baths in
the treatment of delirium tremens. It is well
known that this measure has been found of the
greatest value in the control of acute maniacal
conditions, and is extensively used for this pur-
pose at hospitals for the insane. The patient is
immersed to the neck in a tub of hot water,
which exercises its usual depletive and seda-
tive effect on the central nervous system, calms
psychomotor excitability, and incidentally pro-
motes excretion. This treatment can be pro-
tracted over a number of hours, if necessary,
and can be frequently repeated. In delirium
tremens its indication seems particularly happy,
except in laparotomy cases, where immersion
would be inadvisable. This method deserves
more extended adoption in general hospitals in-
stead of the radical use of depressant drugs
commonly employed.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
French Congress of Surgery.—The twenty-

fifth annual French Congress of Surgery is
being held in Paris during the current week,
Oct. 7 to 12, under the presidency of Dr. E.
Delorme. The special topics of its discussion are

the diagnosis and treatment of cicatricial stric-
tures of the esophagus, the clinical indications
supplied by radiology in surgical affections of
the stomach and intestines, and the relations of
coxa vara to fractures and separations of the
epiphyses of the upper extremity of the femur.

Bubonic Plague in Australia.—Report from
New Castle, N. S. W., on Oct. 2, states that
three cases and one death of bubonic plague
have recently occurred aboard the ship Bella
Isle, from Hamburg, now lying at wharf in New
Castle harbor.

Bubonic Plague in the Azores.—Report
from Lisbon, Portugal, on Oct. 2, states that ' ' a
serious outbreak of bubonic plague has occurred
at Angra, on the south side of the island of
Teiceira, capital of the Azores. The number of
cases is not given.

London Death-Rate in August.—Statistics
recently published show that the total death-rate

of London for August, 1912, was 12.1 per thou-
sand inhabitants living. Among the several dis-
tricts and boroughs, the highest rate was 19.0 in
Shoreditch, one of the east end slums, and the
lowest was 8.0 in Lewisham, a southern suburb.

A Living British Centenarian.—Mr. Isaac
Oldaker, of Brighton, England, who is said to
have been born on Sept. 21, 1812, at Rocester,
near Uttoxeter, Staffordshire, celebrated re-

cently his supposed centennial anniversary.
Bred a carpenter, he early joined the army, and
later became a railway employee. He is said to
be the oldest military veteran in the British Em-
pire. His health is still excellent.

Beri-Beri Aboard a British Bark.—The
British bark "Daylight," from Bombay, arrived
on Oct. 6 at Baltimore with six cases of beri-beri
aboard, three more of the crew having died of
the disease on the voyage.

Herter Lectures by Dr. Nuttall at
Baltimore.—The lectures at the Johns Hop-
kins University this year on the Herter
Foundation were delivered by George H.
F. Nuttall, formerly associate in hygiene,
Johns Hopkins University, fellow of Magdalen
College and Quick professor of biology in the
University of Cambridge. Professor Nuttall
spoke on Oct. 8, 9 and 10, his subjects being
" Spirochetosis, " " Trypanosomiasis, " and "Pi-
roplasmosis, " respectively. The lectures were
illustrated by lantern slides and specimens. The
Herter lectureship was founded in 1902 by Dr.
and Mrs. Christian Herter of New York, who
gave the university $25,000 for the "formation
of a memorial lectureship."

Lecture by Dr. Cabot.—Dr. Richard C.
Cabot, of Boston, recently delivered a lecture
at the University of California on "Social Hy-
giene. ' '

"He urged the establishment of an efficient
national public health department at Washing-
ton, physical examination and adequate medical
care by school physicians and nurses for every
child in the public schools, more attention to in-
dustrial hygiene and occupational diseases, and
development by which the public hospitals shall
more and more care for the general public
health."

Lectures on Preventive Medicine.—It is
announced that a series of lectures, open to the
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general public, will be given every Friday this
winter at 2 p.m., at the University of Califor-
nia, San Francisco.

"Federal, state and municipal control of dis-
ease, vital statistics, pure food, pure milk and
pure water, sewage disposal, sanitary engineer-
ing, disinfection, social economics and social
service in relation to public health will be some
of the subjects dealt with."

Professional Distribution of College
Graduates.—An item in the issue of Science
for Oct. 4 points out that from 37 representa-
tive American colleges only 6.5% of the gradu-
ates take up the study of medicine. At the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, however, a much larger
percentage of graduates take up medicine.
These figures are derived from a recently issued
bulletin of the United States Bureau of Educa-
tion, by Bailey B. Burritt, on the "Professional
Distribution of University and College Gradu-
ates."

Opening of Rice Institute.—On Thursday,
Friday and Saturday of this week, Oct. 10, 11
and 12, is to be celebrated the formal opening of
the Rice Institute of Liberal and Technical
Learning, at Houston, Tex. There will be ap-
propriate ceremonies of dedication and to inau-
gurate the educational program there will be a
series of lectures by distinguished and foreign
scientists.

Extermination of Flies in Bohemia.—The
United States consul at Prague, Bohemia, re-

ports to Washington, D. C, on Oct. 5, that the
common fly has been practically exterminated
from Bohemia.

"Screen doors to keep out flies and other in-
sects are unknown. The buildings are all con-
structed of brick, stone or concrete. The docks
along the river front are of granite. The pave-
ments and sidewalks are made of granite blocks.
There are no wooden sidewalks, stairways or
buildings in the city. Decayed vegetable or ani-
mal matter is not openly exposed to flies and the
streets are frequently cleaned during each day.
There are no open drains in the city to attract
and breed flies. I can only ascribe the absence
of flies to the lack of breeding places. ' '

Since the loss of its sea-coast, Bohemia has
hardly been deprived of ' ' anything that it could
more willingly part withal" than its flies.

A Grateful Literary Patient.—Gratitude
to physicians, even for gratuitous service, is not

always long-lived nor does it often take endur-
ing form. A recent issue of the London
Chronicle calls attention to the case of Thack-
eray, who in 1849, dedicated "Pendennis" in
the following terms to his physician, Dr. John
Eliotson, who in 1848 had attended Thackeray
in a serious illness without charge :

"Thirteen months ago, when it seemed likely
that this story had come to a close, a kind friend
brought you to my bedside, whence, in all proba-
bility, I never should have risen but for your
constant watchfulness and skill. I like to recall
your great goodness and kindness (as well as
many acts of others, showing quite a surprising
friendship and sympathy) at that time, when
kindness and friendship were most needed and
welcome. And as you would take no other fee
but thanks, let me record them here on behalf
of me and mine."

NEW ENGLAND.

Some Large Milk Fines.—In the superior
criminal court at Boston last week, five large
local milk firms were fined sums aggregating
$490 for various violation of the laws regulating
the sale of milk.

Hospital Concerts for October.—The con-
certs of the Boston Hospital Music Fund for
October have been announced to be held as fol-
lows : On Oct. 6, at the Home for Aged Women,
Boston; on Oct. 13, at the Home for Aged
Couples, Roxbury; on Oct. 27, at the Woman's
Charity Club Hospital, Roxbury; and on Oct.
29, at the Cushing Hospital, Roxbury.

A Nautical Centenarian.—James Frost,
who died on Sept. 29 at Milford, N. H., was lo-
cally reputed to have been born in 1810 at
Lubec, Me. In his youth he became a sailor, and
followed the sea for eighty years. His health
was always remarkably good. He is survived
by two aged children and several grandchildren
and great-grand-children.

NEW YORK.

Babies' Welfare Association.—The Babies'
Welfare Association reports that up to Satur-
day, Sept. 28, there had been 11,167 deaths
from all causes of infants one year old and
under in New York City since Jan. 1. This,
notwithstanding the very considerable increase
in population, is a decrease in mortality of 570.
On Oct. 1 there were some 17,000 babies enrolled
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at the various milk stations, approximately
4,500 more than at the beginning of June; and
during the four months over 30,000 have been
in attendance at the stations. The autumn and
winter campaign has now begun, and letters
have been sent to the different organizations
maintaining milk stations, urging them to make
every effort to keep up the enrollment during
the cold season.

Fire Prevention Day.—Oct. 9 was observed
in the State of New York as Fire Prevention
Day, in accordance with a proclamation desig-
nating this which was issued by Governor Dix
on Sept. 25. In it the Governor requested that
the people generally should devote themselves,
on that day, to a study of the national fire
waste, with a view to its reduction. He urged
that they should observe the day by clearing up
dangerous rubbish and preparing heating appa-
ratus for winter use, that schools and other in-
stitutions should make it the occasion for fire
drills and lectures on fire prevention, and that
owners of buildings should devote it to inspect-
ing their property and adding such appliances
as might be necessary for the safety of the occu-

pants. That Governor Dix is justified in his
fears and in his desire for the remedying of
canditions is shown by the statistics quoted in
his procalmation. Thus, among other facts, it is
pointed out that the fire losses and cost of fire
prevention in the United States amount an-

nually to $480,000,000, or more than the total
American production of gold, silver, copper and
petroleum each year. The equivalent of a

$5,000 home is destroyed every ten minutes.

The College of Medicine of Syracuse Uni-
versity.—The 41st session of the College of Medi-
cine of Syracuse University began Tuesday, Oct.
1. Thirty-one-students registered in the entering
class and three entered with advanced standing.
At the opening exercises Chancellor James R.
Day spoke to the students and concluded his
remarks by saying that the contract for the new

dispensary, which for efficiency will be the equal
of any in the land, was about to be let. Profes-
sor Henry L. Eisner gave the opening address,
"Traditions and Ideals." Dean Heffron an-
nounced the changes that would be made in
courses and in instructors.

Lectures by Dr. Rubner.—On Thursday
evening of last week, Oct. 3, Dr. Max Rubner, of

the University of Berlin, Germany, delivered
before the New York Academy of Medicine the
Wesley M. Carpenter lecture on the subject,
"Concerning the Life of a Cell."

On Saturday evening of last week, Oct. 5,
Dr. Rubner delivered the first lecture in the
current eighth series before the Harvey So-
ciety, on "Modern Steam Sterilization." The
second Harvey lecture will be given on Saturday
of this week, Oct. 12, by Professor G. H. F.
Nuttall, of Cambridge University, England, on
"The Relapsing Fevers."
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